Figure 1. Annual increase in number of references (416 altogether) resulting from a Web of Science search, conducted on 16 Mar 2011, for "(early AND succession AND conservation) OR Topic = (early AND seral AND conservation) OR Topic = (early AND succession AND ecosystem)".
world. We suggested planning for "off world" colonization as a last resort and as a precautionary response to an unstoppable redesign of the Earth.
Holl and Loik argue that the large monetary sums needed for such colonization could be better spent directly on solving environmental problems here on Earth. It's hard to argue with that sentiment in the short term. A major increase in resources directed toward goals such as K-12 education and empowering women globally would be of great value, both environmentally and economically.
Yet, when we proposed the drastic step of considering space colonization, we were musing about the long term -because we believe that the deployment and extent of novel technologies will happen so fast, and may arrive with such intensity, that people may not have time to respond adequately. The increase in technological "progress" in the 21st century has been estimated to be of the same order of magnitude as that of the last 20 000 years (at today's rate of technological change; Kurzweil 2003) . Under this scenario of technological transformation, our suggestion of a "couple of centuries" for deployment of humans to space might be too long.
The bulk of our editorial focused on the world today and in the near future. That's where we'd like the focus to remain, because no one has the remotest idea of what the continued emergence of the neoenvironment will mean for us, for societies, and for the rest of life on Earth. However, it's time we also started thinking about the distant future, which really may not be so far away. provided an interesting review of the ecological characteristics of early-successional forests, but their implication that these forests are a frontier in terms of research, conservation, and management should be more closely examined. There is substantial evidence that the focus of research and conservation has shifted over the past decade from mature to early-successional forests. For example, a Web of Science search on "early, succession, and conservation; or early, seral, and conservation; or early, succession, and ecosystem" returned 416 citations published between 2001 and 2010. In contrast, this same search with "late" substituted for "early" returned only 254 references. Furthermore, the annual number of publications on this topic has increased ~300% over the past decade ( Figure 1 ). The extent of early-successional forest over much of North Americaas indicated by historical accounts and paleoecological data -has decreased many fold during the past century on account of land-use changes and suppression of natural disturbances (DeGraaf and Miller 1996; Askins 2000) . Consequently, the concentrated and increased interest in this topic has resulted in numerous symposia, reviews, and scholarly books, as well as the scientific articles referred to above, on the history of disturbance in forest ecosystems, the effect of disturbance on natural systems, and their importance to the conservation of birds, mammals, and invertebrates (eg DeGraaf and Miller 1996; Askins 2000; Thompson and DeGraaf 2001; Litvaitis 2003; Schlossberg and King 2007) .
As a result, the conservation status of species that depend on early-successional forest is now widely appreciated by natural resource management agencies. Early-successional forest is identified as important in the Wildlife Action Plans of all nine New England states. State and federal agencies, as well as NGOs, spend millions of dollars annually to create or maintain earlysuccessional habitat. Continental research and management plans have been developed for early-successional forest species, such as American woodcock (Scolopax minor) and goldenwinged warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera).
With respect to outlining the broad range of ecological characteristics and processes, Swanson and colleagues do an admirable job. However, their focus on western (Figure 1 ). Among the severely affected wetlands is the
